
 

7th Annual Conference of Restorative Approaches 

in Educational and Residential Settings  

 

The Restorative Classroom & the Restorative Care-Home  

Day-to-Day Practice 

 

Date:   Friday 18th March 2011  

Venue:  IET: Austin Court, Birmingham B1 2NP  

Chair:  Dr Belinda Hopkins, Author and Director, Transforming Conflict 

 

This annual Restorative Approaches in Education and Residential Child Care conference has become the 

popular ‘home’ conference for all those working restoratively with young people. 

Over the years, this event has brought together professionals from a variety of disciplines: teachers, social 

workers, education and school managers, YOTS personnel and local authority officers and elected 

members. The conference is unfailingly challenging and inspirational. 

Restorative approaches continue to prove to offer effective responses to conflicts, disruption and anti-

social behaviour. They are based on a philosophy of mutual respect, consideration, shared accountability 

and collaborative problem-solving which needs to permeate the ethos of any institution adopting the 

approach. This approach will influence all day-to-day interactions between all members of that community.  

In residential care this is being explored by linking restorative approaches to social pedagogy. In schools 

there is an emerging relational and restorative pedagogy that links what is taught, how it is taught and how 

mistakes and challenges are dealt with. These exciting developments give us the theme of our conference 

for this year. 

 
Who Should Attend 
 
• Directors of Education 
• Members Responsible for Education 
• Headteachers and Senior Pastoral Staff 
• Year Heads 
• School Governors 
• Youth Offending Team Managers 
 

 
 
 
• Educational Psychologists 
• Behaviour Support Managers 
• Learning Support Managers 
• Healthy Schools Advisers 
• Safer School Partnership Team Managers 
• Residential Social Workers 

 
 
 

 



PROGRAMME 
 
9.00  Registration and Refreshments  
 

10.00 Chair’s Welcome and Introduction 

 Dr Belinda Hopkins, Author and Director, Transforming Conflict 

 

10.15 PLENARY: Embedding Restorative Approaches into Day to Day Practice 

Senior managers will share how they are supporting their staff to adopt a social, relational and 

 restorative pedagogy into their day-to-day practice. 

Speakers Include: 

 Andy Williams, Deputy Headteacher, Monmouth Comprehensive School, Monmouth  

 Lisa Cook, Headteacher, St Edmund’s Primary School, Norfolk, & 

 Norma Burgess, Teacher, St Edmund’s Primary School, Norfolk  

 Speaker from a care setting  (to be confirmed) 

 

11.25 Refreshments, Networking and Exhibition 

 

11.40 WORLD CAFE: Examining Day-To-Day Restorative Approaches 

 Host:  Dr Belinda Hopkins, Author and Director, Transforming Conflict 

 

This is the opportunity in our conference for delegates to share their own experiences and 

questions. World Café is a unique forum in which everyone has the opportunity to talk in very small 

groups, experiencing the restorative process called ‘circling’. In this way people will have some new 

ideas and plans they can take away and use. Those new to restorative approaches get an 

opportunity to learn from those with more experience in a safe supportive environment. 

 

 1.00 LUNCH 

 

2.00 WORKSHOPS 

 Delegates are invited to attend two workshops. Delegates should select their workshops from the 

 workshop list. 

2.00 Workshops Session 1 

3.30 Workshops Session 2 

 

5.00 CLOSING PLENARY: ‘Restorative Approaches in Schools’ Film  

The closing plenary will provide an opportunity for delegates to view a new film called simply 

‘Restorative Approaches in Schools’   This film provides an overview of the whole school approach. 

Filmed in primary, secondary and special school settings, this film provides an inspiring insight into 

the impact of restorative approaches.  

 

5.20 Chair’s Closing Remarks 

 Dr Belinda Hopkins, Author and Director, Transforming Conflict 

 

5.30 Conference Close 

 



 

WORKSHOPS 

 

WORKSHOP 1: The Restorative Classroom –  

Early Years 

Workshop Leader: Suzanne Lee, Retired Infant School 

Headteacher  

Suzanne’s practice in the classroom utilised restorative 

principles before she even heard about Restorative 

Approaches. The workshop will explore how those 

working with Early Years can use a restorative 

approach to enhance academic and social teaching 

and learning.  

 

WORKSHOP 2: The Restorative Classroom - 

Special Education 

Workshop Leader: Sue Fraser, Special Education 

Teacher  

Sue teaches in a residential school for teenage boys 

with emotional and behavioural difficulties. Sue has 

responsibility for developing health, well-being, 

citizenship and restorative approaches and her 

classroom approach is informed by restorative 

principles at all times. 

 

WORKSHOP 3: The Restorative Classroom- 

Primary and Early Secondary  

Workshop Leader: Phil McCormick, Primary Teacher, 

Collingwood Primary School, Hull& Trainer, Creative 

Solutions in Education 

Phil is renowned for his whole school restorative 

approach. He is also a freelance trainer of creative 

solutions in education. Phil will run a highly 

participative session using circles, pair and group 

work, integrating key restorative themes into day-to-

day curriculum delivery 

 

WORKSHOP 4: The Restorative Classroom - 

Making, Maintaining & Repairing Relationships  

Workshop Leader: Belinda Hopkins, Author and 

Director – Transforming Conflict  

Belinda shares the key ideas from her new book about 

developing a restorative pedagogy in classrooms from 

Key Stage 1 - 4, (book to be published by Optimus 

Publishing in summer 2011) 

 

WORKSHOP 5: Combining Restorative 

Approaches & Social Pedagogy in Residential 

Care Settings 

WORKSHOP 6: Daily Life in Residential care 

Settings where Restorative Approaches are 

Embedded  

 

WORKSHOP 7: Writing Wrongs 

 A Restorative Practice Programme for Secondary 

Schools – giving students ‘ownership’ of restorative 

approaches 

Workshop Leader: Lesley Parkinson, Education 

Consultant, Restorative Justice and Education Services 

The Writing Wrongs programme has been developed 

with the aim of enabling students to enjoy and engage 

with the teaching and learning of restorative 

approaches. This workshop gives delegates the 

opportunity to experience some of the practical 

activities that students engage in through the Writing 

Wrongs programme, leading students towards their 

own conclusions around how to deal with wrong- 

doing/conflict in school settings and the wider 

community. 

 

WORKSHOP 8: New to Restorative Approaches?  

This workshop will provide an introductory session for 

those new to the field of restorative approaches in 

educational settings. 

 

WORKSHOP 9: The Restorative Staffroom 

This workshop will reflect on the key principles for 

developing a strong cohesive staff community with 

strategies for addressing everyone’s needs to enable 

them to give of their best at all times. The workshop 

will also offer a framework for repairing relationships 

when they break down.  

WORKSHOP 10: Restorative Pedagogy in 

Practice 

Secondary school teachers share their experiences of 

how restorative principles have informed how they 

deliver the curriculum, and how they have developed 

social responsibility and distributed leadership skills in 

their classrooms on a daily basis. Links between 

teaching, learning and classroom management will be 

made. 

 

 



Conference style 
 
This conference is friendly and supportive. 
People sit at small round tables and there is 
always plenty of opportunity for moving 
around and meeting lots of people. Everyone 
brings something special – even if they are 
completely new to the field. 
The conference will employ a variety of 
formats. Highly regarded plenary speakers 
will share their knowledge and wisdom; 
workshops will enable in-depth exploration 
of key issues, and a World Café approach will 
be used to enable deepening understanding 
through dialogue and challenging questions. 
This mixture of approaches allows the 
embedding of restorative principles into the 
way the conference is run. Delegates will 
have the chance to work with experts and 
with each other in a highly interactive way. 
 

Previous Conferences 
 
Attendance will enable you to meet old 
friends, make new ones, share developing 
practice, find answers and be inspired by 
speakers, workshop leaders and delegates. 
 
Here are just a few quotes from delegates at 
previous conferences: 
 

“Very inspiring and informative” 
“So many light bulb moments and 

inspiration” 
“Very useful - have taken some brilliant ideas 

away” 
“The conference provided a deepening 
knowledge and understanding of RA” 

“Inspirational speakers and clear structure” 
 “Thank you for a truly inspiring conference” 

 
 

 
Registration and Booking 
 
Online:  You can register for this conference 
online at: 
http://www.psstrategies.co.uk/an_education_care_sec
tor_conference_18thmarch2011.htm 

Fax / Post:  Please complete the enclosed 
booking form and fax, email or post it to the 
address shown on the form. Further booking 
forms are available from the conference 
administration team on 01483 203536 or by 
emailing info@benedictbr.co.uk 

 
Further Information  
 
For further information on this, or other Public 
Sector Strategy (PSS) conferences, please 
telephone PSS on 0118 933 2636, email 
info@PSStrategies.co.uk or visit our website 
http://www.psstrategies.co.uk.  
For booking queries please contact Benedict 
Business Resources on 01483 203536.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Transforming Conflict is an organisation that offers training, consultancy and support in 
educational settings for people seeking to enhance their skills in building a sense of 
community, fostering a spirit of inclusion and dealing creatively with challenging situations. 
Our work is underpinned by the philosophy of Restorative Justice, which stresses the 

importance of relationships above rules and the value of dialogue in healing the damage done to 
relationships by inappropriate behaviour. 
Further information: 0118 933 1520 www.transformingconflict.org 
 
PSS Public Sector Strategies has been facilitating and producing conferences for the public sector since 1994, often in partnership 
with local government and central government agencies and departments. For a list of forthcoming events please visit 
www.PSStrategies.co.uk. 


